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EditorÕs Note:  This is the third and 
Þnal in a series on the Thomas Law 
House by Kael Anderson , member 
of  the TICH Board of  Directors. 

After Richard Lee’s 1827 death, 
the history and uses of  the Law 
House structure become less clear, 
particularly between 1827 and the 
1860s.  

Leaseholders Cornelius 
VanReypen and his daughter used 
the House as a hotel 
during the 1860s, 
spurred by its 
convenient location 
along the Sixth Street 
Wharf.  The ‘Mount 
Vernon Hotel’, as it 
was known, took 
advantage of  the 
flurry of  the transitory 
waterfront and 
military activity taking 
place during the Civil 
War.  Simultaneously, the hotel 
served as a signal outpost.   

The Greenleaf  Syndicate went 
bankrupt in 1871, and hardware 
merchant Edmund. G. Wheeler 
bought the House for his 
residence, whereupon he became 
the first owner-occupant of  the 
House, living there until 1898.  

During the turn of  the century, 
Southwest was increasingly 
becoming defined by its substantial 
foreign and immigrant population.  
It was at this time the House 
became a medical clinic, a use that 
would define it until the 1950s.  

In 1915, the structure housed the 
Washington Sanitation Hospital. 
Over the course of  several years 
working there, Henry G. Hadley, 
an enterprising individual who 
began as an intern, increasingly 
took on a leading role.  By 1923, 
he managed the clinic and had 
secured title to the property.  Just 
six years later, the Hadleys 
conveyed management of  the 
clinic to the Seventh Day 
Adventists, whereupon it became a 

branch of  Adventists’ 
Washington Sanatorium 
Mission.  

Initially the Law House 
medical facility was used 
to train nurses and 
persons who had been 
appointed to foreign 
missions.  Later under 
Hadley, it became known 
as a clinic that provided 

medical and community services 
to the neighborhood.  Hadley was 
revered for his willingness to serve 
the poorer members of  the 
community. Over time, Hadley’s 
practice became more research-
focused.  

After he had moved out of  the 
House, Dr. Hadley became 
notorious for developing a vaccine 
that reputedly provided temporary 
immunity from cancer.  Hadley 
continued this vaccine program 
until the Virginia State Board of  
Medical Examiners threatened 
him with a formal hearing. 

                  (conÕt on page 4)

Page 2: SW News Sources

Page 2: Hogate’s Cafe

Page 2: 4th Street Group

Page 3: Financial Report

Page 3: Milestones

Page 4: Calendar of  Events

August Board of  
Directors Meeting

• Approved purchase of  
community compost bins



Keep Up To Speed on Southwest

With so much changing in Southwest, it can be 
difficult to keep up with the latest news. 
Fortunately, our neighborhood is home to some 
great blogs and newspapers:

• SWDC Blog is the “gold standard” blog for 
neighborhood news and information on 
development in the area. It also includes a handy 
calendar of  upcoming events.

• Southwest… The Little Quadrant that 
Could includes great information on 
development happening in the area, and keeps 
up-to-date with neighborhood news and events.

!
• If  you’re interested in all the development in the 

area, check out the Southwest-DC blog that 
tracks several redevelopment projects.

• The Southwester is a traditional newspaper 
that calls itself  “the cement that binds this 
neighborhood.” It is available in Tower lobbies.

 
New Restaurant

Hogate’s  on Water Street was long a fixture of  the 
Southwest Waterfront.   A version of  it is back in 
business this month.

Hogate's Cafe has it’s Grand Opening on  
Wednesday, September 9 at 10:00 am with a 
Ribbon Cutting Ceremony." Starting on Thursday, 
September 10th, regular cafe hours are:

Monday - Friday    6:00 am - 10:00 pm

Saturday  9:00 am - 10:00 pm 

Sunday  9:00 am - 10:00 pm

If  you’d like to review the new Hogate’s Cafe, News 
From Our Island would love to publish it!  Forward 
your review, name and unit number to 
newsletter@tiberisland.com

Fourth Street Neighborhood 
Group Marks 15 Years

One of  the more interesting elements of  our 
Southwest neighborhood is its rich tapestry of  
voluntary organizations.  That kind of  involved 
community was one of  the goals of  those who 
redeveloped the area in the early 1960s. 

A key player in neighborhood life is the Fourth 
Street Neighborhood Group, which this year 
celebrates its 15th anniversary.  The Group is an 
informal association of  homeowners who live in 
the nine condos and coops along Fourth Street 
between M and P Streets SW.  It meets each third 
or fourth Wednesday to share the many challenges, 
initiatives and activities affecting our 
neighborhood’s quality of  life. In addition, the 
Group pursues efforts to enhance the image, 
appearance and property values in our 
neighborhood. 

The Group 
works with 
Advisory 
Neighborhood 
Commission 
(ANC) 6-D 
and the 
Southwest 
Neighborhood 
Assembly.  A 
particular 
focus in recent 
years has been neighborhood security trends  and 
possible ways to enhance resident safety.  

Participants are frequently Board members of  their 
respective communities. All meetings are open to 
the public and the Group welcomes the 
involvement of  those who might have a particular 
idea about enhancing life in our neighborhood.  
Tiber Island Cooperative Homes is represented by 
TICH Board Member David Cohen.  If  you are 
interested in the Fourth Street Neighborhood 
Group or other area civic organizations, please 
contact David at fsiodnc@yahoo.com.
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Community Milestones

Irvin Gray and Sarah Shipley, W102. The 
Tiber Island community is sad to say goodbye to 
Irv, Sarah and their children Madeline and Nigel.   

To send them off  to Kansas City, MO, friends held 
a festive pool party in late August.  The Gray 
family’s energy, community involvement and good 
cheer will be greatly missed. 

2010 Budget

The Board of  Directors’ Budget & Finance 
Committee will soon begin the process of  
developing our community’s 2010 budget.  The 
Committee is a diverse and well-informed group 
that has consistently looked for budget savings, 
working with the Conservation Committee and 
others to identify areas in which the property can be 
managed more efficiently.  The Committee’s budget 
will be presented to the Board of  Directors for 
revision and final approval. 

As the Committee begins its work, it does so within 
an unusually challenging environment, both 
internally and externally.  These are 
the main factors identified by the 
Board of  Directors:

Property Life Cycle.  Tiber Island 
will soon reach the end of  the safe and 
comfortable functioning of  key 
elements of  the physical property.  
Maintaining and/or replacing these 
elements are necessary expenditures, 
many of  which require significant planning and, 
thus, time to complete. Tiber Island has never levied 
a special assessment. The main reason is our 
substantial reserve fund, invested in the most 
conservative financial instruments. Monies collected 
from shareholders are used for operating expenses, 
capital investments and to maintain the reserve 
fund.  While no one enjoys higher fees, most enjoy 
hefty special assessments even less. 

Economic Downturn.  Just about everyone 
acknowledges the current recession is unique.  For 
the first time in decades, a great many individuals 
and institutions are experiencing reduced income 
and significantly reduced wealth.  

This combination has made it especially difficult for 
governments at all levels to balance their books. The 
Government of  the District of  Columbia is no 
exception.  As traditional sources of  tax revenue 
have declined, the DC Government has looked to 
new sources.   These include cooperatives. 

Beginning on October 1, all DC cooperatives will 
experience an increase in property taxes.  In Tiber 
Island’s case, the increase is approximately $130,000 
per year.  While the City Council and Mayor are 
wholly responsible for this increase, the Budget & 
Finance Committee and Board of  Directors will 
need to factor it into 2010 and future budgets.

Future Price Levels.  By the 
end of  2008, the Washington 
metro area’s inflation rate was 
approaching 6% on an annual 
basis.  Within that overall figure, 
there were significant increases in 
key goods, such as energy.  These 
price increases had a significant 
impact on Tiber Island’s costs. 

The recession has made inflation a non-factor in 
2009 and, perhaps, in 2010 as well.  However, there 
is the possibility that inflation could revive, given the 
extraordinary monetary policy pursued by the 
Federal Reserve to manage the financial crisis.  The 
Budget & Finance Committee and Board have to 
factor this possibility into decisions regarding fees, 
investments and other issues. 

As the Budget & Finance Committee commences it 
work, we welcome your input.  Please feel free to 
contact me at tomruthherman@verizon.net.

          --Ruth Herman, TICH Treasurer    
! and  Chair, Budget & Finance 
! Committee

Financial Report
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Calendar of  Events
SEPTEMBER

9, 7:30 PM, Book Club, TICH Community Room; 
The Dispossessed by Ursula LeGuin

16, 7:00 PM, Committee on Committees, TICH 
Community Room

19, 6:00 PM - 9:00 PM, Closing Pool Party

23, 7:30 PM, Conversations Committee, TICH 
Community Room; (ANC) 6D Commissioner Andy 
Litsky

29, 7:00 PM, Board of  Directors Meeting, TICH 
Community Room

OCTOBER

7, 7:00 PM, Conservation Committee, TICH 
Community Room

12, 8:00 AM - 1:00  PM, TICH Fall Yard Sale, West 
Tower
14, 7:30 PM, Book Club, TICH Community Room;   
Things Fall Apart by Chinua Achebe

27, 7:00 PM, Board of Directors Meeting, TICH 
Community Room

WEEKLY EVENTS

Every Mon day, 7:00 PM, Yoga, TICH Community 
Room

Every Monday , 7:00 PM, Blues Night, Westminster 
Presbyterian Church

Every Wednesday, 7:00 PM, Wellness Wednesday, 
Yoga and Walking the Labyrinth, Westminster 
Presbyterian Church

Every Friday, 7:00 PM, Jazz Night, Westminster 
Presbyterian Church

As Southwest became increasingly crime-ridden 
during the middle of  the 20th century, the 
Hadleys decided to abandon the House. The 
exact date is unknown.

Under the auspices of  the Redevelopment Land 
Authority, the government seized the Law House 
property from the Hadleys.  The Authority 
contracted the firm of  Keyes, Lethbridge, and 
Condon, on retainer to design the Tiber Island 
apartment complex, to direct the restoration of  
the Law House structure to its original layout.  In 
concert with a new pool to the east and 
bathhouse facilities built into the north wing, the 
Law House was developed into a community 
center for the residents of  the Tiber Island and 
Carrollsburg Square apartment complexes.  Tiber 
Island Cooperative Homes now exclusively 
retains ownership and management of  the Law 
House.

In 1973, the House was added to the National 
Register of  Historic Places.  The Law House 
structure survives as one of  the older existing 
structures in the District of  Columbia, predating 
the U.S. Capitol Building and the White House.  
Its two centuries of  mutations reflect the struggles 
and triumphs of  the Tiber Island residential 
complex and greater Southwest.  

Thomas Law House (conÕt from page 1)

Notwithstanding his controversial practices, Hadley’s 
contributions to the community were recognized when 
Southeast Washington’s primary medical facility was 
christened as the ‘Hadley Memorial Hospital’ (now known as 
the ‘Specialty Hospital of  Washington at Hadley’).

The Adventists operated the clinic largely on the first floor.  
The basement was outfitted to serve African-Americans, 
while the upper floors served as the Hadleys’ residential 
quarters.  To increase capacity in the 1930s, the present wings  
on the north side of  the House were added. 
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