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Building a Community: The Story of the
Thomas Law House

EditorOs Note: This is the second

peasonally implement it, LOEnfant

series on the Thomas Law House Isuccessfully laid out a vast,

Kael Anderson , member of the

expansive physical plan that would

TICH Board of Directors. The ThorbasPnanced by land auctions. The
Law House Task Force, formed at thityOs leaders eventually secured
request of the Board of Directors, iitle to key building areas within
researching options for possible usdiseodistrict. When three successive

the House, by Tiber Island and/or

auctions did not yield adequate

others. If you are interested in joinipgabts, the Commissioners agreed

Task Force, please contact Chair R

taldispose of land by private sale,

Herman abhruthherman@verizon.ndeading to the Omomentous

Many people know of
the Thomas Law House
as a historic residence
and community room.
But the Thomas Law
House story is much
more. ItOs a story of a
new capital, a
commercial icon, a
medical facility and a
social center.

Residential Hub

The story begins with the
founding of Washington as the
new National Capital. After
convincing states that the nationOs
post-Revolutionary War capital
should be along the shores of the
Potomac, former military hero and
now president, George
Washington, quickly appointed
Pierre LOEnfant to devise a
physical and Pnancial plan for
developing the then undesirable,
swampy land before rival cities
could argue for abandoning the
Potomac site as the nationOs
capital. Although he was pushed
out of power before he could

contractO with James Greenleaf
and his Greenleaf
Syndicate for seven
thousand lots,

including the site of

the Law House. This
1793 deal, which
Oplayed a signibcant
role in the early
development of the
Federal City,O required
the Syndicate to build 20 houses
over seven years. Over a two year
period beginning in 1794, the
Syndicate built the Thomas Law
House. The design is attributed to
William Lovering.

James Greenleaf convinced
Thomas Law, an English aristocrat
who made a fortune as Governor
of an East India province, to move
to the new federal city and
purchase one of his properties in
1795. After marrying Elizabeth
Custis, Law moved into his new
waterfront house on the corner of
N and 6th Streets, where he would
live until 1800.

(conOt on page 4)
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The Next Tiber Island Chef

Are you a wizard in the kitchen? A master of the
grill? A genius with a cocktail shaker?

Now is your opportunity to
(_} ® share your creations with
/'«—“ , | your Tiber Island neighbors.
(= J @ |If you have a special recipe
/’\_‘? " others simplynustknow

'8 >
about, submit it tdNews

|
|

- From Our Islagradong with
( your name, unit number
< - and any story or
background you think

appropriate. (Ol once had the honor of grilling this
triple burger with bacon and blue cheese for Bill
Clinton.0) WeOll feature your recipe in a future
issue.Please forward your recipes to
newsletter@tiberisland.com

Board Meetings 2009

The monthly meetings of the Tiber Island Board
of Directors are open to all residents. Each
meeting begins with a period for shareholder
comments. Food, dessert and beverages are
served. Meetings are at 7:00 PM in the
Community Room.

The following is the schedule of meetings through
the end of 2009:

e Tuesday, August 25

e Tuesday, September 29

» Tuesday, October 27

e Tuesday, December 15 (combined
November and December
meetings)

Area School Drive

DC has undertaken a major effort to reform and
assist its schools. Whether we have children in our

households or not, we all have a stake in the school

system. How can we at Tiber Island directly assist
our cityOs young students?

Tiber Island and our Fourth Street neighbors h
teamed to contribute school supplies needed
students in Southwest. Items to be contributed
have been recommended by Amidon-Bowen
Elementary and Jefferson High Technology
Campuses.

Distribution of donated supplies is handled by
Resident Council Group composed of the elec
Resident Councils of each of the DC Housing
Authority developments in Southwest. Studen
public, charter and private schools can particip
Our Advisory Neighborhood Commission 6D
(www.anc6d.orghas
contributed $2,700 to
support this school
supply effort.

A box has been placed in ¢
the South Tower lobby
for contributions. For a
list of accepted items,
please see the Front
Desk, or email
ofbce@tiberisland.cam
Items will be collected
until August 19.

You can also make a donation by check. Make
out to OSWNA 2009 School Supply FundO an
mail it directly to SWNA, P.O. Box 70131,
Washington, DC 20024. The Southwest
Neighborhood Assembly (SWNA) is recognize
the IRS as a 501 C 3 organization. You will rec
a letter recognizing your contribution. If you wis
to take a tax deduction for your contribution,
please contact Meg Brinckman at (202) 554-22
or mbrinckman@comcas.neb arrange for a tax
letter.

We hope you will join your neighbors in suppor

our communityOs children and their futures.
--David Cohen, TICH Board of

Directors and TICH Member of the

Fourth Street Neighborhood Group;

Lauris Irby, TICH Member of the

Fourth Street Neighborhood Group
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The Green Corner

Recycling Creates Jobs manufacturer's waste. Common products made
with post-consumer content are:!

Purchasing recycled products helps the

environment. Recycling also contributes to ¥Paper products - cereal, cake mix and cracker
enhanced, and sustainable, job creation. The boxes, facial tissues, toilet paper, paper towels,
Institute for Local Self-Reliance in Washington, napkins, corrugated cardboard boxes, writing

D.C. estimates that: paper, greeting cards, copier and printer paper, and

ofpce paper products
¥Nine jobs are created for every 15,000 tons of solig¢Plastic bottles - bottles and jugs containing liquid

waste recycled into new products laundry detergent, dishwashing liquids, shampoos,
¥Seven jobs are created for every 15,000 tons of and household cleaners _
yard trimmings that are composted ¥And many more products found in grocery,

¥But only two jobs are created for every 15,000 tonshardware, ofbce product, and clothing stores

of waste incinerated, and _
¥Just one job is created for every 15,000 tons of Products made from all types of recycled materials
waste sent to landpblis include: RebPned motor oil, Pberpll for sleeping bags

and pillows, carpet, shoes, pencils, recycling bins,

Certain types of containers, such as those listed clothing, building insulation, wallboard, tiles, and

below, already have a signiPcant percentage of many more.

recycled content because it is much easier and o

cheaper to produce these products from recovered/ SP€ak up! Itis important to buy post-consumer

recycled material, rather than from virgin material:  récycled products. It is also important to make sure
store managers are aware of your interest in buying

¥Steel, including food cans, car parts, appliances, Tecycled products. If you specibcally request

furniture. nails. etc. recycled products, store managers will pay attention
¥Aluminum, including beverage cans to product labels and ask for recycled products from
¥Glass bottles and jars their suppliers and distributors.

¥Molded pulp containers, including gray or brown o . .
cardboard egg cartons, fruit trays and Bower boxes!Recycling is good for the environment. Itis also
good for the workforce, as it creates more jobs than

Other products may or may not be made with any doe§ burying useful material in the ground. Thesg .
recycled content, so be sure to read the labels. are jobs that canOt be shipped overseas. Recycling is

Look for the highest percentage of "post-consumer &N everyday way each of us can help build a more
recycled content" you can bnd. Post-consumer sustainable economy.
content is made from the material/items people

recycle after a productOs end use. It does notinclude ~ —-Kimberly Katzenbarger, TICH
! Board of Directors

Board of Directors This new format is designed to highlight actions
taken and those proposed, so those reading
Minutes have a more focused sense of Board
priorities. Board Minutes are available at the
Front Desk.

Communications

The Tiber Island Board of Directors is always
striving to increase avenues for effective

commu'glcatlc;n; both tg e)iplfm f't‘;’ acUor;; and_lfﬁ Please consider joining the Communications
gatner ideas Irom resiaents for future actions. 1h€ -, mitee  Contact Board Liaison John Jordan

Board recently voted to archive its meeting atjjordan737@yahoo.coror leave a note at the
Minutes in a new, condensed format. Front Desk
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Calendar of Events
AUGUST 14, 7:30 PM,Book ClyFICH Community Room;

. , Thi A i A
25, 7:00 PM,Board of Directors Me&tiGé hings Fall Apant Chinua Achebe

e 27, 7:00 PM, Board of Directors Meelii@QH

SEPTEMBER Community Room

2, 7:00 PM,Conservation Comitted WEEKLY EVENTS
Community Room
Every Monday, 7:00 PM,Yogal ICH Community
9, 7:30 PM Book ClydICH Community Room; Room
The Dispossesyedrsula LeGuin
Every Monday, 7:00 PM,Blues Night/estminster
29, 7:00 PM,Board of Directors Me@&tiG# Presbyterian Church
Community Room
Every Wednesday, 7:00 PM,Wellness Wednesd
OCTOBER Yoga and Walking the Labyrinth, Westminste
Presbyterian Church
7, 7:00 PM,Conservation Committed
Community Room Every Friday, 7:00 PM,Jazz NightWestminster
Presbyterian Church

Thomas Law House (con5t from page 1)

It was during this period the House became known as theThe House quickly became one of the centers of
OHoneymoon House.O This playful name was replaced WyastengtonOs social life. Law brought his
OThomas Law HouseO moniker in recent decades. aristocratic pedigree. Eliza Custis, a descendant
of Lord Baltimore and Martha WashingtonOs
Law, one of WashingtonOs wealthier citizens, appointed tenddaughter, also was a well-connected
House with glass-paned windows, moldings, Pne Boors, aadialite. In addition to relatives George and
other exquisite furnishings. One of the noted improvemeRtartha Washington, who often visited the Laws,
was what was called a ORangerO, the progenitor of the kitalngmotables enjoyed the Laws® hospitality,
range. The arrangement was particularly remarkable  including: a later King of France, Louis Philippe;
because it represented a major cooking appliance in the IriliepeOs brothers; Volney, a famous 19th century
of a wealthy familyNpractically unheard of in that era.  French writer; Margaret Bayard Smith, a
prominent female author; and Richard Parkinson,

TIBER ISLAND COOPERATIVE HOMES, INC. @ preeminent British farming celebrity. The Laws
also welcomed distinguished government ofpbcials,

s N.St" 2/ foreign diplomats and Members of Congressb
Washington, DC 20024 making no distinction between party, a rarity at
202-554-4844 the time.

manager@tiberisland.com

After the Laws ended their tenancy, the next
occupants of the House were Richard Bland Lee
and his family. Lee occupied the house from

www.tiberisland.com

Paul Greenberg, President - TICH Board of 1814 until 1827 when he died. Uncle of Robert

Directors E. Lee, Richard Lee was part of a distinguished
Virginia family. Richard was President James

News From Our Island MadisonOs appointee to adjudicate claims related

Editor - John Jordan to th_e Ioss_ and subsequent res_torat?on of the
Capitol building and other public edibces burnt

Managing Editor - Beryl Rice by the British in the War of 1812.

newsletter@tiberisland.com (To be continued)
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