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Many people know of  the Thomas 
Law House as a historic residence 
and community room.  But the 
story of  the Law House is much 
more; it’s a story of  a new capital, 
a commercial icon and a social 
center.

The story begins with the 
founding of  Washington as the 
new national capital.  After 
successfully convincing the nation’s  
leaders to agree to move the 
nation’s capital to a shoreline site 
along the 
Potomac, 
Revolutionary 
War hero and  
president George 
Washington 
quickly 
appointed Pierre 
L’Enfant to 
devise a physical 
and financial 
plan for developing the then 
undesirable, swampy land.  
Washington was concerned that 
without a plan, rival cities might 
successfully argue for abandoning 
the Potomac site as the nation’s 
capital.  Although he was pushed 
out of  power before he could 
personally implement it, L’Enfant 
successfully laid out a vast, 
expansive physical plan that would 
be financed by land auctions.  

In the following years, city leaders 
secured title to key building areas 
within the district.  When three 
successive auctions did not yield 
adequate profits, the government 

agreed to dispose of  land by 
private sale, which enabled a 
“momentous contract” with James  
Greenleaf  and his Greenleaf  
Syndicate for seven thousand lots, 
including the site of  the Law 
House.  This 1793 deal, which 
“played a significant role in the 
early development of  the Federal 
City,” required the Syndicate to 
build 20 houses for seven years.  
During a two year period 
beginning in 1794, the Syndicate 
built the Thomas Law House.  
Like other Greenleaf  residences, 

such as the 
“Wheat 
Row” 
townhouses 
that are now 
part of  
Harbour 
Square,  the 
design is 
attributed to 
William 

Lovering.

In 1795 James Greenleaf  
convinced Thomas Law, an 
English aristocrat who made a 
fortune as Governor of  an East 
India province, to move to the new 
federal city and stay in one of  his 
newly-built waterfront properties.  
Upon marrying Elizabeth Custis, 
he moved into the residence on the 
corner of  northeast N and 6th 
Streets.  Although he separated 
from his wife in 1811, Law would 
continue to live in his Southwest 
Washington home much of  his 
remaining life.  
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Libero purus sodales mauris, Meet Steve Dean

Steve Dean was recently elected to serve a three-term on the Board of  Directors.  Steve is a professional 
realtor.  

Editor:  Where are you from, and how did you come to live in DC?

Dean:  I am originally from the Virginia suburbs of  DC. I went to school at St. John's College in 
Annapolis and Santa Fé, New Mexico, then I moved to Austin, Texas. One could say I'm attracted 
to capital cities! The move back to DC came after Eddie and I visited my parents and decided it 
was time for a change. We told our friends in Texas if  Ann Richards lost the election to George W. 
Bush, we were moving to Washington, DC, which we did in 1995.

Editor:  Tell us about your career.

Dean: I have a Bachelor of  Arts degree from St. Johns' College with an emphasis on physics and 
philosophy. I started my own real estate practice in 2001, and I still love it. Before that, I worked 
for The Washington Post Company performing market research for its online ventures.

Editor:  What attracted you to Tiber Island?

Dean: I've always loved mid-century architecture. Mid-century architecture is right-sized for 
actual living. The amount of  space is perfect. There is ample closet space, and it's ruled by clean 
lines. We looked at only one apartment at Tiber Island. Immediately upon entering the apartment, 
we said to ourselves, "This is it!" The Southwest Waterfront has so many pluses, and it's convenient 
to get anywhere from here. One can be at the airport, the train station, Capitol Hill, or the 
parkways and interstates quickly. After a hectic day, a walk along Washington Channel makes the 
stress of  the day melt away.

Editor: Why did you first run for the Board of  Directors?

Dean: A few people have been asking me to run for the Board for a while. In my work, I stay 
current on the frequently changing regulations regarding mortgages and cooperatives. Given the 
volatility of  the current financial markets, I decided now was the time for me to serve. While I 
cannot control the markets, I can ensure that the Board makes informed decisions.

Editor:  What is your main focus on the Board?

Dean: I want to do my part to keep Tiber Island a place where people what to live and where 
residents want to stay.  I am keeping an eye to the new residential developments planned around us  
to keep us competitive.  I’d like to see us keep an eye on energy conservation and green initiatives 
as we plan future systems replacements and upgrades.

Editor:  Anything else you would like to add?

Dean: In addition to monthly Board meetings, I’ve enjoyed my work with committees.  They’re 
a great way to learn about Tiber Island and to participate in keeping it a desirable place to live. 



Schedule of  Fees

Transfer of  Unit	 	 	 	 	 	 Parking
Purchase of  Resale Package	 	 $100	 	 	 Daily owner parking	 	  $7.50 (Garage)
Non-Refundable Move-In Fee	 $200	 	 	 Monthly owner parking	  By shareholder
Three month escrow	 	 	 By Unit
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 Swimming Pool
Rental of  Unit	 	 	 	 	 	 TICH Residents 	 	  No charge
Application Fee	 	 	 $150	 	 	 TIC Residents 		 	  $270/Season
Non-Refundable Move-In Fee	 $200 (Unfurn)		 Daily Guest Pass	 	  $5	
Non-Refundable Move-In Fee	 $100 (Furn)	 	 10-Swim Guest Pass	 	  $25
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 Private Party (3 Hour)		  $125
Laundry Cards	 	 	 	 	 	      (plus $25/hour for each lifeguard)
Replacement Card	 	 	 $4
$.75 Wash/$.75 Dry	 	 	    	 	 	 Extermination Services	 Free of  Charge
Laundry cards may be programmed up
to a maximum amount of  $100	 	 	 	 Car Wash
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 $.50 Wash/$.50 Vacuum
Access System	 	 	 	 	 	
Tower FOB	 	 	 	 $75	 	 	 Cooperative Fee Coupons
Garage Card	 	 	 	 $75	 	 	 Replacement coupons		  $10
Replacement Unit Key 	 	 $  3	 	 	
Replacement Top Lock	 	 $75	 	 	 Fitness Rooms	 	  Free 
Replacement Mailbox Lock/Key	 $10	 	 	
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 Front Desk Services
Maintenance Service	 	 	 	 	 Copies (per page)	 	  $  .25
First ½ Hour (Minimum Charge)
 $17.50

 
 Fax (per page)
 
 
  $2.00
Each ½ Hour Thereafter
 
 $17.50

 
     (Cover Page is free of  charge)
	 	
Landscaping Service	 	 	 	 	 Thomas Law House
Mowing Townhouse Courtyard	 $25.00		 	 Residents 	 	 	  $500
(as requested)	 	 	 	 	 	 	 Refundable Security Deposit	  $500 
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 Non-Residents 	 	 	  $1,500                     
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 Lawn Rental (Tents)	 	  $500
Deliveries/Move-In and Move-Outs	 	 	 	
Monday through Friday, 8 am to 4 pm	 	 	 Community Room	 	
Move-ins/move-outs and deliveries must be	 	 	 First two uses in 1 year	  Free 
scheduled through the Management Office.	 	 	 Additional rentals in 1 year	  $100/each
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 Refundable Security Deposit	  $200
Refundable Delivery Fee	 	 $150	 	 	 Set-Up Fee	 	 	  $35/hour
Refundable Elevator Key	 	 $20	 	 	 	
Illegal move-ins/move-outs and deliveries will be charged    Storage 
$150	                                                                                     Common Storage                    Free
                                                                                                Full storage bin (starting at)     $100/yr (1st bin)  
                                                                                                1/2 storage bin (starting at)     $50/yr (1st bin)                                                             
	 	 	 	 	 	 	
	



Calendar of  Events
MAY

5, 5:30 PM, TICH Residents Happy Hour, West Tower 
Lobby

6, 7:00 PM, Conservation Committee, TICH 
Community Room

13, 7:30 PM, Book Club, TICH Community Room

17, 10:00 AM, TICH Residents Brunch, South Tower 
Lobby

20, 7:00 PM, Budget & Finance Committee Meeting, 
Community Room

23, TICH Pool opens for the summer

26, 7:00 PM, Board of  Directors Meeting, TICH 
Community Room

JUNE

30, 7:00 PM, Board of  Directors Meeting, TICH 
Community Room

WEEKLY EVENTS

Every Monday, 7:00 PM, Yoga, TICH Community 
Room

Every Monday, 7:00 PM, Blues Night, Westminster 
Presbyterian Church

Every Wednesday, 7:00 PM, Wellness Wednesday, 
Yoga and Walking the Labyrinth, Westminster 
Presbyterian Church

Every Friday, 7:00 PM, Jazz Night, Westminster 
Presbyterian Church

Contribute!
Do you have an interesting story about Tiber 
Island?  An upcoming neighborhood event you’d 
like your neighbors to know about?  An idea for a 
story or column?

We’d like to hear from you.  

Please forward your ideas to 
newsletter@tiberisland.com or drop a note at the 
Front Office.

The following are deadlines for upcoming issues 
of  News From Our Island:

Issue                                      Deadline
June	 	 	 	    June 2
July 	 	 	 	    July 7
August		 	                August 4
September	 	 	    September 1
October	 	 	    October 6
November	 	 	    November 3
December	 	 	    December 1
January                                       January 5

All submissions are subject to review by the 
Editor.

Thanks...and Help!
Dennis Works and Bill Hydar have organized the Resident 
Brunches and Happy Hours that have helped make Tiber 
Island a much more enjoyable place to live.  Both are 
stepping down from this role.

Dennis and Bill.....our heartfelt thanks for your tremendous 
contributions to our Tiber Island community!

If  you are interested in helping organize these or other events, 
please contact Dennis Works at wirks.dennis@usa.net. 
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