
Thomas Law House

I N S I D E 
T H I S  I S S U E

Libero purus sodales mauris, 
eu vehicula lectus velit nec velit

 News From Our Island
Tiber Island Cooperative Homes                               April 2009

By Kael Anderson

One of  Tiber Island’s more 
treasured assets is the historic 
Thomas Law House.  And like 
other elements of  the property 
that were developed or refurbished 
in the 1960s, the Law House faces 
some major life-cycle maintenance 
upgrades.  

The projected costs are estimated 
to be significantly higher than 
revenues raised from the building’s 
current uses.  Spurred by these 
concerns, which were originally 
raised by the Budget and Finance 
Committee, the Board of  
Directors established the Thomas 
Law House Task Force to evaluate 
options for managing or divesting 
the structure.   

The Thomas Law House is a 
historic property, designated as a 
Category II Landmark on the 
National Register of  Historic 
Places.  Designated in 1973, the 
House is a “landmark of  
importance which contributes 
significantly to the cultural 
heritage or visual beauty of  D.C. 
and its environs, and which should 
be preserved or restored, if  
possible.”  The Law House is 
significant both for its architecture 
and for its part in the “early 
history of  the Federal City.”  The 
significance is a result of  it being 
one of  the few remaining 
properties of  its time and its role 
as a center of  Washington social 
life in the early 1800s.

The Law House has been part of  
the residential complex now 
constituted as Tiber Island 
Cooperative Homes since the 
1960s.  During this period, when 
the surrounding residential 
complex was being built, the Law 
House experienced its last major 
refurbishment.  Upon completion, 
it was designated and primarily 
used for Tiber Island cultural and 
community activities.  

Today the Law House is typically 
used for major Tiber Island social 
events such as the Holiday 
reception and the Thanksgiving 
Dinner and for smaller gatherings 
such as committee meetings.  
Outside of  official Tiber Island 
events, the Law House continues 
to be available to Tiber Island 
residents for private parties at a 
discount.      

To maximize its use and offset 
some of  the maintenance costs, 
the House has also been 
apportioned for other types of  
functions.  The first and second 
floors of  the House have 
increasingly been marketed to 
outside groups as an event rental 
space (for weddings, receptions, 
meetings etc.).  The English 
basement, which does not have 
any internal access (stairs, elevator) 
to the upper floors, has been 
leased to a residential tenant for 
nearly a decade.  

Recently, the third floor has also 
been leased to a tenant.
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Libero purus sodales mauris, Meet Kael Anderson

Kael Anderson was recently elected to serve a three-term on the Board of  Directors.  This is Kael’s 
second time serving on the Board.  In addition to other talents and skills, Kael brings to the Board, as well 
as the Thomas Law Task Force and Landscaping Committee, his professional experience as an urban 
planner.  

Editor:  Where are you from, and how did you come to live in DC?

Anderson: Originally from Saint Louis, Missouri, I spent a number of  years in Minnesota 
before moving to the D.C. area.  As much as I enjoy the Midwest, opportunities are limited these 
days, particularly for folks in my field. 

Editor:  Tell us about your career.

Anderson: I graduated with a degree in economics, thinking I wanted to be involved in a 
startup venture.  But inevitably, I got sidetracked and fell into urban planning.  I recently 
completed a masters degree in urban and regional planning at Virginia Tech’s Alexandria campus.  
Most of  my planning career has been at the National Capital Planning Commission, a federal 
agency chartered with overseeing the growth of  the National Capital Region.  More recently, I’ve 
been working to promote D.C.’s unique heritage of  open and public spaces at the District of  
Columbia Office of  Planning.

Editor:  What attracted you to Tiber Island?

Anderson: The distinctive Tiber Island architecture and dynamic Southwest neighborhood 
piqued my interest.  I was sold on the location and views.

Editor: Why did you first run for the Board of  Directors?

Anderson:  To provide a younger perspective to the Board.

Editor:  What is your main focus on the Board?

Anderson: Tiber Island was created as a cutting-edge residential community in a neighborhood 
with vigorous civic assets—from Arena Stage to the Southwest Neighborhood Assembly.  I want to 
help ensure that Tiber Island prospers as it faces an enormous amount of  life-cycle replacement 
issues and the larger Southwest community faces a renewal process not seen for a generation.  My 
main goals are three-fold.  First, I want to ensure that the landscaping is updated yet properly 
reflective of  the Modernist character of  TICH’s built environment.  Second, I want to ensure that 
the Thomas Law House is sustainably maintained for the benefit of  Tiber Island residents and 
shareholders.  And finally, I want to ensure that Tiber Island is well-positioned for an 
unprecedented level of  competition as new residences open up in the coming years around the 
neighborhood.

Editor:  Anything we missed?

Anderson: I’m looking forward to my time on the Board.   This is an especially active group of  
people, with a wide range of  expertise and a clear commitment to involving shareholders and 



Board Updates

At the 2008 Annual Meeting in 
March, shareholders elected three 
members of  the Board of  Directors:

• Kael Anderson

• Steve Dean

• John Jordan

At the March Board Meeting, the 
following Directors were chosen to 
serve as officers:

• Paul Greenberg, President

• John Jordan, Vice President

• Ruth Herman, Treasurer

• Beverly Stripling, Secretary

In addition, Kael Anderson was 
confirmed as Board Liaison to the 
Landscape Design Committee.

To learn more about the Board of  
Directors and its Committees, 
please contact 
newsletter@tiberisland.com, or the 
Management Office.

Fire Safety Meeting

Fire Safety is a critical part of  
urban life. The Board of  Directors 
is developing a plan to replace 
Tiber Island’s fire safety system. 
This will entail a significant 
investment. 

Please join Board members at 
7:00 PM on April 29 in the 
Community Room to discuss the 
new fire safety system, and fire 
safety in general.   Learn what you 
should do in case of  a fire,  
recommended fire safety devices to 
have in your unit, and more. 

Spring at Tiber Island
The new season is upon us. With the pleasant weather, people and pets  
are out and about. This brings pleasures as well as challenges. 

The pleasures are the opportunities to enjoy our beautiful 
neighborhood and our well-tended common areas. Credit for the 
flowers and trees we all enjoy goes to the Landscaping Committee, 
which puts in numerous hours planning and planting.  The Committee 

always welcomes new members 
who enjoy gardening.  If  you’re 
interested, please contact 
Committee Chair Mark 
Whitaker at 
markwhitaker1@yahoo.com, or 
Board Liaison Kael Anderson at 
andkael@hotmail.com.

The challenges of  the new 
season involve plants and pets.  
Tiber Island and our neighbor 

condominium use landscaping services to cut and tend the grass in 
public areas, as well as assist with other tasks.  The services use lawn 
chemicals. Many people have justifiable concerns about coming into 
contact with these chemicals.  When the services spray, they mark the 
areas treated with small yellow flags.  Please avoid areas with those 
flags if  you are concerned about exposure to chemicals.

The challenge posed by pets involves keeping them properly restrained 
and cleaning up after them. While many people enjoy animals 
approaching them, others do not.  The way to manage this is to keep 
pets--dogs in particular--on leashes.  

While there are different opinions 
on exposure to lawn chemicals, it’s 
safe to say no one enjoys coming 
into contact with animal waste.  
That is the reason responsible 
owners carry plastic bags and clean 
up after their pets.  Using leashes on  
pets and removing refuse from 
common areas  is Tiber Island 
policy. It also happens to be the law 
in the District of  Columbia.  
Reports registered with the 
Management Office regarding 
violations of  this policy are taken seriously. 

With a little common sense...and some good old fashioned community 
spirit...spring can be an enjoyable time for everyone. 
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Calendar of  Events
APRIL

18, 10:00 AM - 4:00 PM, Book Sale, Southwest 
Library

18, 10:00 AM - 5:00 PM, Lincoln Bicentennial 
Celebration, Southwest Library; films, arts and crafts

19, 10:00 AM, TICH Residents Brunch, East Tower 
Lobby

22, 7:00 PM, Budget & Finance Committee Meeting, 
TICH Community Room

28, 7:00 PM, Board of  Directors Meeting, TICH 
Community Room

29, 7:00 PM, Fire Safety Meeting, TICH Community 
Room

MAY
5, 5:30 PM, TICH Residents Happy Hour, West Tower 
Lobby

6, 7:00 PM, Conservation Committee, TICH 
Community Room

13, 7:30 PM, Book Club, TICH Community Room

17, 10:00 AM, TICH Residents Brunch, South Tower 
Lobby

26, 7:00 PM, Board of  Directors Meeting, TICH 
Community Room

WEEKLY EVENTS

Every Monday, 7:00 PM, Yoga, TICH Community 
Room

Every Monday, 7:00 PM, Blues Night, Westminster 
Presbyterian Church

Every Wednesday, 7:00 PM, Wellness Wednesday, 
Yoga and Walking the Labyrinth, Westminster 
Presbyterian Church

Thomas Law House
(con’t from page 1)

The third floor has previously accommodated a 
Tiber Island resident’s art studio and served as a 
storage space.  Marginally accessible, the attic has 
been used on a limited basis for additional 
storage.

Should the Law House continue to be 
apportioned for the current uses?  Or should we 
set it aside for potentially more profitable, but 
potentially less-accessible uses?  For the past 
several months, the Thomas Law House Task 
Force has been conducting preliminary research 
and exploring various strategies to answer this 
quandary.  Recently the Task Force decided to 
solicit the expertise of  a skilled architectural 
consultant to gain more clarity on the Law 
House’s condition and extent of  recommended 
maintenance.   Ultimately the Task Force will 
submit a recommendation to the Board of  
Directors on how to best utilize the Law House.  

As the Task Force continues to study the issue, we 
will keep shareholders and residents informed of  
our progress. We welcome your input.  Please 
contact Task Force Chair Ruth Herman at 
tomruthherman@verizon.net.  Keep your eye out 
for additional articles about the Thomas Law 
House in the coming months.

Laundry Equipment...Your Opinion?
Tiber Island recently installed new laundry equipment in the 
Towers.  The up-to-date washers and dryers are designed to 
use less water, electricity and laundry detergent. 

What do you think of  the new equipment? 

Please share your thoughts at manager@tiberisland.com or 
drop a note at the Front Office. 

TIBER ISLAND COOPERATIVE HOMES, INC.
429 N St., SW
Washington, DC 20024
202-554-4844
manager@tiberisland.com
www.tiberisland.com

Paul Greenberg, President - TICH Board of  
Directors
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